
 
 

Dear family, friends and supporters, 

 
 I am pleased to make a very positive mid 
year report on the progress of the Special 
Dreams Farm program. Developments in the 
following areas have moved us closer to our 
goal of a working farm for developmentally 
disabled adults. 
 

 Current Program:       

 The fine people at the Metro-Parks, and 
particularly the staff at the Wolcott Learning 
Farm, continue to support our program by 
allowing our special farmers to work at their 
facility. We just planted our garden for this 
season and continue to care for chickens, quail, 
pheasants, ducks, geese, goats, sheep and two 
obnoxious pigs. Our farmers love the animals 
and feed, pet, and clean up with never a 
complaint. This farm environment at Wolcott 
validates the suitability of farm work for our 
special farmers.   

 

 Board and Support Staff:     

 We would like to welcome Bill Gabriel 
and Dean Ernsberger to the Special Dreams 
Farm Board. Bill has been following our program 
and helping with our fundraisers and wanted to 
get more involved. We also welcome Dean 
Ernsberger, who is the Support Coordinator for 
St. Clair County Community Mental Health. 
Dean has been working with us for three years 

and now takes on the role of vice president. 
Thanks for coming aboard Bill and Dean.   
 Also on board this year are Josh Martin 
and his sisters Ashley and Tara Martin. Josh is 
an engineer by degree and has redesigned our 
web page, and solves any information network 
issues. Ashley is an accountant, that is a soon to 
be CPA, and has guided us into our new 
accounting program. Ashley works closely with 
our Treasurer Mary Collette. Tara Martin is 
always there to do anything we ask of her. She 
fills in wherever needed and has done a great 
job on our document control.   

 
 
 

 Communications:               

 Josh Martin totally reconstructed our 
website. We have changed from a dot com to a 
dot org. to further identify ourselves as a non-
profit. Please take a few minutes and visit the 
new site, www.specialdreamsfarm.org . We 
make every effort to keep it up to date with 
changes as they occur, so visit us often to learn 
of meeting dates, fund raising events, donors, 
and general Special Dreams Farm news.  
  A PowerPoint Presentation has been 
created to allow us to give a visual presentation 
to groups interested in our program. Special 
Dreams Farm will come to your location with 
screen, projector and handout material. Our 
PowerPoint takes about 20 minutes, and is very 
complete on the history, purpose, and goals of 
our organization. Contact us and we will arrange 
a presentation. 
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 Endorsements, Support and Donors: 

 Support for Special Dreams Farm 
continues from Michigan State University, 
specifically Hannah Stevens from the Macomb 
Extension Service and Matt Birbeck of the 
Product Development Center in Lansing. John 
Burns from the Plunkett & Cooney Law Firm 
Detroit stays in close contact to offer us legal 
counsel on a regular basis.  
 Many new organizations have reviewed 
the Special Dreams Farm goals and mission and 
have written official letters of endorsement or 
support. We have particularly strong support 
from the Detroit area construction industry which 
includes both management, corporate, and labor 
organizations. We also have endorsements from 
the UAW, and the massive Construction 
Association of Michigan, (CAM), a state wide 
organization. For those of our supporters that 
are in the construction industry, you will find a 
feature article on Special Dreams Farm in the 
July issue of the CAM magazine. Also, we are 
very proud of the endorsement letter received 
from Dr. H. Christopher Peterson, Director, at 
Michigan State University. You may read our 
letters of endorsement and support on our 
website. 
 Donations this calendar year have been 
good. W.J. O’Neil management and the W.J. 
O’Neil Fabrication shop continue to support our 
program with regular donations. Donations from 
other contractors, organizations, companies, 
and individuals have also played a key role in 
keeping us moving forward. Thank all of you that 
have been so generous. To allow proper 
recognition our website has a donor section. 

 

 Progress with Property:      

 I am very excited to report that Special 
Dreams Farm is working on several property 
opportunities. We are exploring the possibility of 
different parcels from several sources. Although 
no firm deal has been made, we are optimistic 
that an agreement can be reached on one of the 
parcels. This is extremely important, as having 
our own land will totally validate this program for 
many. It will free us up to proceed at full speed 

to put many developmentally disabled adults to 
work.  
 

 Fundraisers:            

 This summer Special Dreams Farm is 
pleased to present the Special Dreams Farm 
ñLand Hoò Cruise. This is a first class, three 
and one half hour, dinner and dance cruise on 
the 138 foot Ovation Yacht, cruising Lake St. 
Clair and the Detroit River. An ongoing gourmet 
dinner, open premium bar, Hors d’oeuvres, a 
champagne welcome, desserts, and coffee bar. 
The ten piece Kimmie Horne show band will 
provide music for dancing and listing pleasure. 
The date is July 18, 2008. Tickets are $125.00 
each. Complete information for ticket purchase, 
sponsorships, and advertising is available on our 
website, www.specialdreamsfarm.org . Hurry 
and buy your tickets and bring your friends. We 
guarantee a wonderful evening with a full moon, 
a TV Raffle and much more.  
 

 Summary:    

 Since our last newsletter in December 
2007, many positive things have made us a 
stronger, more focused, and a more determined 
organization. We have been successful in lying 
down much of the ground work necessary to 
having our own farm and it is starting to pay off. 
Our legal counsel John Burns told us at a recent 
board meeting that Special Dreams Farm has 
made tremendous progress working towards a 
very difficult goal. However this is not an 
accident. Our board members, supporters, and 
hard work have gotten us this far and we are 
starting to see our farm come into view.  
Thank you for your support and, WE WILL SEE 
YOU AT THE CRUISE. 
 

Sincerely, 

Special Dreams Farm  

Larry Collette 
President 
 
 (586) 716-9863 
lcollette@specialdreamsfarm.com 
P.O. Box 741, New Baltimore, MI 48047
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